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KS3 Contents

Main Units

A Journey

4 ppts, 48 slides, 14 flash activities, 2 videos
This unit encourages students to experiment
with props, music, lighting, maps and physical
movement to help them create a drama about
a journey. A summary of Homer’s epic poem
the Odyssey is included, along with many
audio clips and photographs about journeys, to
provide the students with stimuli for their
practical work.

Being a Teenager

4 ppts, 46 slides, 12 flash activities

This unit explores what it means to be a
teenager and how teenagers are judged by
society in the past, in the present and in the
future. Students will investigate the theme
using improvisation, verbatim theatre, music
and script writing.

Blood Brothers , Willy Russell

4 ppts, 60 slides, 16 flash activities, 2 videos,

2 worksheets,

Students engage with Willy Russell’s original
play by analysing some of the key themes and
the characters’ motivations by employing a range
of drama techniques. The technical aspects of
performing a play, such as the staging, lighting
and sound effects are considered, enabling
students to put on a production of the play.
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Fair Trade

5 ppts, 54 slides, 19 flash activities, 2 videos,

3 worksheets

The issue of fair trade is explored using the
Fairtrade charity and Divine Chocolate Ltd as
case studies. Students will use status, movement
and scripting to examine the lives of cocoa
farmers in Ghana before they create a piece of
devised drama.

Masks

5 ppts, 38 slides, 7 flash activities, 3 videos
Students will examine a variety of masks from
around the world and from different historical
periods to explore how masks are used in rituals
and drama, focusing particularly on commedia
dell’arte. The students will create their own
animal masks to wear in a piece of devised
drama in which they will use movement to
express the characteristics of their animals.

Second Shepherds’ Pageant

from the Wakefield Cycle

4 ppts, 51 slides, 30 flash activities, 1 video,

13 worksheets

This unit will introduce students to medieval
drama by exploring a script of the Second
Shepherds’ Pageant from the Wakefield Cycle,
written in the style of Early Modern English rather
than Middle English. The students will read, listen
to and perform key scenes from the play to help
them understand the plot and characterization.
They will also consider how they could stage the
play for a modern audience using puppets and
costumes.
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Market improvisation
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Sellers

Your task is to sell your
bananas for the best price
you can get before they
begin to rot in five minutes
time. You each have eight
bananas. If you are paid
less than 15p per banana
you will have made a loss.
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Making a mask
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Making a paper-bag mask

Paper-bag mask

One of the advantages of
a paper-bag mask is that
it encircles the head, so
you may want to make
use of this by adding
extra detail, such as hair.

Second Shepherds' 9
Pageant from the
Wakefield Cycle

Coll - First Shepherd:
But, Mac, is that sooth?

/| Now take out that

southern tooth,
And set in a tord.

Gib — Second Shepherd:
Mac, the devil in your ee,
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Shakespeare’s Speeches

4 ppts, 52 slides, 24 flash activities, 2 worksheets
This unit will help students to improve their vocal
performances by explaining how to use vocal
warm-up techniques. The students will analyse
two famous speeches from As You Like It and
Romeo and Juliet for meaning and iambic
pentameter. They will then use choral speaking
to perform the speeches.

Shoplifting 4 ppts, 52 slides, 19 flash activities,
1 video

The issue of shoplifting is explored in this unit
using a staff training day at a supermarket and

a teenage shoplifter's experience as the basis for
improvisations. The students will use a variety of
drama techniques to examine the ways in which
shoplifting affects individuals, businesses and
society to create a piece of devised drama.

The Gresford Disaster

4 ppts, 45 slides, 11 flash activities, 1 video,
1 worksheet

The tragedy is investigated by examining a
variety of historical sources, including
photographs, poems and personal accounts.
The students will be encouraged to use
empathy to imagine how the disaster affected
the miners and their relatives, the local
community and the coal mining industry
through improvisation.
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All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and
women merely players.
They have their exits and
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That girl looks familiar;
I'm sure | saw her in here
the other day acting suspiciously
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Theatre in Education

4 ppts, 49 slides, 7 flash activities, 2 videos

This unit explains how to adapt a short story

Into a Theatre in Education piece for an audience
of young children. Students will consider how to
Tell a story in an engaging way, how to stage a
touring performance, and the types of costumes
and props that would work effectively.
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Standalone Presentations

Evaluating Drama Work

15 slides, 6 flash activities

This presentation asks students to consider
why it is important to evaluate their work in
drama, and offers advice on effective spoken
and written evaluation techniques, including
class discussion and drama journals.

Group Work

11 slides, 3 flash activities

Drama is an unusual school subject in that
most of the work carried out in class is group
work. This presentation investigates the
behaviour and attitudes which make working
in groups effective and enjoyable.

Performance Analysis

11 slides, 2 flash activities

Through this presentation, students will learn

the importance of being perceptive and analytical
audience members. The presentation teaches
students how to analyse the effects that stage
space and layout, acting, sound, lighting and
costume design have on an overall production.
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