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USA 1919–1941 Contents 
 
 

1 Reaction to World War I part 1 
8 slides, 3 Flash activities 
 

 Why did the USA become involved in 
World War I?  

 Why was the sinking of the Lusitania an 
important event? 

 How did the USA react to the German 
submarine campaign? 

 What effect did the Zimmermann 
Telegram have? 

 

1 Reaction to World War I part 2 
6 slides, 1 Flash activity, 1 worksheet 

 
 When did the USA become involved in World War I? 
 What role did the USA play in World War I?  
 What was the importance of the US contribution to World War I?  

 
1 Reaction to World War I part 3 
7 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 What were Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points? 
 Why did the USA refuse to sign the Treaty of Versailles? 
 Why did the USA refuse to join the League of Nations? 

 
 
 
2 American Isolationism part 1 
6 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 What was the American dream? 
 Why did people leave Europe? 
 Why did people come to America? 

 
2 American Isolationism part 2 
9 slides, 1 Flash activity 

 
 What was American isolationism? 
 What impact did World War I have on the 

US economy? 
 Why did the USA introduce the Fordney-

McCumber Tariff Act of 1922? 
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2 American Isolationism part 3 
10 slides, 2 Flash activities, 2 worksheets 

 
 Why did the USA introduce immigration control and the Quota Act? 
 What were WASPs? 
 Which groups were subject to racism and prejudice in the USA? 

 
 
 
3 The Bright Side of the Boom part 1 
7 slides, 1 Flash activity 

 
 What impact did World War I have on the 

US economy? 
 Why did the USA experience an economic 

boom during the 1920s? 
 What role did consumer confidence and 

spending play in this economic boom? 
 What was the cycle of prosperity? 

 
3 The Bright Side of the Boom part 2 
9 slides, 3 Flash activities 

 
 What were the reasons for the economic boom of the 1920s? 
 How did production and consumption increase in the 1920s? 
 Which industries did well during the 1920s? 
 Why did people invest in the Stock Market during the 1920s? 

 
3 The Bright Side of the Boom part 3 
12 slides, 2 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 

 
 How did the production line change industry? 
 What changes were introduced by Henry Ford and the Ford Motor Company? 
 What were the effects of mass production? 

 
 
 
4 The Dark Side of the Boom part 1 
10 slides, 1 Flash activity 

 
 What changes happened to farming after World War I? 
 What impact did mass production have on farmers? 
 Why did farmers not benefit from the boom? 

 
4 The Dark Side of the Boom part 2 
11 slides, 2 Flash activities 



                                                                                                                               

© Boardworks Ltd 2011 3 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 How intolerant was American society 

during the 1920s? 
 Why did the Ku Klux Klan grow in the 

1920s? 
 Why was Prohibition introduced in 1919? 

 
4 The Dark Side of the Boom part 3 
11 slides, 3 Flash activities, 2 worksheets 

 
 How was Prohibition linked to organized 

crime? 
 Why was Prohibition repealed in 1933? 
 What were the effects of repealing 

Prohibition? 

 
 
 
5 Changes in US Society during the 
1920s part 1 
7 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 What impact did the new technologies 

have on society and social habits? 
 What did people do with their money and 

new leisure time? 
 What impact did radio, cinema and jazz 

have on entertainment and advertising? 

 
5 Changes in US Society during the 
1920s part 2 
7 slides, 1 Flash activity 

 
 How did people’s leisure time and social habits change? 
 How did World War I change the lives of women? 
 What changes did women experience in the workplace in the 1920s? 

 
5 Changes in US Society during the 1920s part 3 
8 slides, 3 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 

 
 What were flappers? 
 What did flappers do that shocked people and broke away from previous social norms? 
 How far did women’s lives change during the 1920s? 
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6 Causes of the Depression part 1 
9 slides, 1 Flash activity 

 
 How did the availability of easy credit help 

to cause the Great Depression? 
 How did uneven distribution of wealth help 

to cause the Great Depression? 
 Which groups did not benefit from the 

economic boom? 

 
6 Causes of the Depression part 2 
10 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 How did government policies help to cause 

the Great Depression? 
 How did overproduction help to cause the Great Depression? 
 How did consumer overconfidence help to cause the Great Depression? 

 
6 Causes of the Depression part 3 
12 slides, 4 Flash activities, 2 worksheets 

 
 What caused the Wall Street Crash in October 1929? 
 What were the consequences of the Wall Street Crash? 
 What were the social, economic and political causes of the Great Depression? 

 
 
 
7 Effects of the Depression part 1 
8 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 How did the Wall Street Crash affect the 

USA? 
 What was the spiral of depression? 
 What happened to unemployment during 

the Great Depression? 
 What actions did Herbert Hoover take 

and what were the consequences of 
these? 

 
7 Effects of the Depression part 2 
10 slides, 1 Flash activity, 1 worksheet 

 
 What were the social effects of the Great Depression? 
 What were the economic effects of the Great Depression? 
 How did the Great Depression affect farmers? 
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7 Effects of the Depression part 3 
7 slides, 2 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 
 

 Why were World War I veterans annoyed by the lack of government action? 
 What was the Bonus Army? 
 How did Herbert Hoover deal with the Bonus Army? 

 
 
 

8 The Election of FDR part 1 
6 slides, 1 Flash activity 

 
 What happened during the presidency of 

Herbert Hoover? 
 Why did the Republican government not 

take action to end the Depression? 
 What did the two candidates in the 1932 

election stand for? 

 
8 The Election of FDR part 2 
8 slides, 1 Flash activity 

 
 How were the American people affected 

by Herbert Hoover’s policies? 
 What were the consequences of Hoover’s lack of action in tackling the Depression? 
 Why did Franklin D. Roosevelt win the 1932 presidential election? 
 What were the aims of Roosevelt’s New Deal? 

 
8 The Election of FDR part 3 
8 slides, 3 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 

 
 What was the First Hundred Days? 
 What actions did Franklin D. Roosevelt take in 1933? 
 How did Roosevelt aim to reverse the spiral of depression? 

 
 
 
9 The AAA and TVA part 1 
11 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 What problems did farmers face in the 1920s? 
 How did the Depression make the problems facing farmers worse? 
 How did farmers react to the problems? 

 
9 The AAA and TVA part 2 
7 slides, 1 Flash activity 
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 What was the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration? 

 What were the aims of the AAA and did it 
solve the problems of farmers? 

 How successful was the AAA at solving the 
problems of the Depression? 

 
9 The AAA and TVA part 3 
9 slides, 3 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 

 
 What was the Tennessee Valley 

Authority? 
 What were the aims of the TVA and did it 

solve the environmental and economic 
problems of Tennessee Valley? 

 How successful was the TVA at solving the problems of the Depression? 

 
 
 
10 The CCC, PWA and WPA part 1 
9 slides, 2 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 

 
 What were aims of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt’s New Deal? 
 What were the Alphabet Agencies? 
 What was the Civilian Conservation 

Corps? 
 How successful was the CCC at solving 

unemployment? 

 
10 The CCC, PWA and WPA part 2 
8 slides, 2 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 

 
 What were the causes of the division in the Democratic Party between Harold Ickes and 

Harry Hopkins? 
 What was the Public Works Administration? 
 What was the Civil Works Administration? 
 How successful were the PWA and the CWA at solving unemployment? 

 
10 The CCC, PWA and WPA part 3 
6 slides, 1 Flash activity, 1 worksheet 

 
 What was the Works Progress Administration? 
 What did the WPA achieve? 
 How successful was the WPA at solving unemployment? 

 
 



                                                                                                                               

© Boardworks Ltd 2011 7 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

11 The Second New Deal part 1 
9 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 What methods did the New Deal use to put 

the USA back to work? 
 What problems were facing American 

industry? 
 Why did some employers oppose trade 

unions? 
 Why did some employers use sweatshops? 

 
11 The Second New Deal part 2 
10 slides, 2 Flash activities 

 
 What was the National Recovery Administration? 
 What were the positive and negative effects of the NRA? 
 How successful was the NRA in helping to regulate business? 
 Why was the New Deal declared illegal by the Supreme Court in the Sick Chickens 

case? 

 
11 The Second New Deal part 3 
12 slides, 3 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 
 

 What was the Second New Deal? 
 What was the Social Security Act of 1935? 
 Why did Franklin D. Roosevelt win a landslide victory in the 1936 election? 
 What challenges to the New Deal were posed by the Supreme Court and how did 

Roosevelt overcome them? 
 How far did the character of the New Deal change after 1933? 

 
 
 
12 How Successful was the New Deal? 
part 1 
7 slides, 1 Flash activity, 1 worksheet 

 
 What were the causes of the Great 

Depression? 
 What were the consequences of Herbert 

Hoover’s policies? 
 What were the aims of the New Deal? 
 What New Deal programs were introduced 

and what did they achieve? 

 
12 How Successful was the New Deal? 
part 2 
7 slides, 1 Flash activity 
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 To what extent did the New Deal achieve its aims through relief, recovery and reform? 
 Who opposed the New Deal? 
 What impact did World War II have on the US economy and unemployment? 

 
12 How Successful was the New Deal? part 3 
8 slides, 3 Flash activities, 1 worksheet 

 
 What did the New Deal achieve? 
 To what extent did the New Deal meet its aims?  
 What were the shortcomings of the New Deal? 
 How successful was the New Deal? 


